
 

Appendix F 
 

CLARK COUNTY MULTI-SPECIES HABITAT 
CONSERVATION PLAN CRITERIA 

 
Funding for a Clark County MSHCP:  In the section on availability of the SNPLMA Special 
Account, the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998 states: 
 
“Amounts deposited in the special account may be expended for ... development of a multi-
species habitat conservation plan in Clark County, Nevada.” 
 
The term “MSHCP Development Project” includes projects and proposals specifically designed 
to improve and conserve the status of species and habitats on both federal and non-federal lands 
within Clark County.  Projects shall include, but not be limited to programs and proposals 
approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that involve 
 

• data collection; 
• monitoring; 
• basic and applied research; 
• field manipulations and other experimentation; 
• adaptive management efforts; 
• development and redevelopment of management plans for all species, habitats and the 

ecosystems that support them; 
• conservation initiatives; 
• mapping; 
• interagency GIS capacity coordination and enhancement; 
• development of ecosystem conservation strategies; 
• proposals to enhance land management efficiency and effectiveness; and 
• development of public education and outreach strategies, including programs and 

documentation designed to improve public awareness of the importance of habitat and 
species conservation within Clark County.    

 
Development of the MSHCP also includes necessary expenses required to participate in and 
administer the MSHCP in accordance with the necessary expenses outlined in this document and 
include NEPA compliance necessary for the development of the MSHCP. 
 
MSHCP development projects should show a positive benefit to the Federal estate or mission 
from the sale of a Federal asset. 
 
Eligibility  
 
BLM, FWS, FS, NPS, and Clark County may submit nominations in this category in Clark 
County.   
 
Strategic Goal - Development of a MSHCP for Clark County  
 

• Support the continuing development of a MSHCP for Clark County  
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• Develop a science-based program to: 
o Monitor the status of species, habitats, and environmental factors, both natural 

and human-caused, that affect the health and survival of those species and habitats 
(“threats”); 

o Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness and efficiency of conservation and 
management actions upon the species, habitats, and threats; and 

o Recommend modification or development of additional policies, local rules and 
regulations, and local management practices and conservation strategies using 
basic and applied scientific methods and techniques. 

 
Minimum Criteria 
 

• The proposed project furthers the goal of development of the MSHCP;  
 

• Clark County confirms its ability to carry out its project management responsibilities 
under its Assistance Agreement with BLM for the proposed project; and  

 
• The proposed project has a positive benefit to the federal estate or mission. 

 
• The Federal Agency impacted by the proposed project confirms its support of the 

proposal and ability to carry out its responsibilities associated with the proposal. 
 
Ranking Criteria 
 
The Rating System used for ranking is defined in the existing MSHCP process, and not in this 
document.  The criteria below are gleaned from the “Memorandum of Agreement Regarding 
Adaptive Management and Implementation of the Clark County Multiple Species Habitat 
Conservation Plan” dated December 12, 2002.  
 

1. The proposed project addresses an issue that is of concern to the MSHCP and furthers the 
goals, development, or implementation of the MSHCP or a related Conservation Strategy, 
and maintenance of the incidental take permit. 

 
2. Consequences of not doing the project at this time. 

 
3. Proposed project is scientifically and technically adequate. 

 
4. Project goals and objectives are clearly defined. 

 
5. Project evaluation process is clearly defined. 

 
6. Data management process is clearly defined with milestones and deliverables. 
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